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Aloha and Welcome 

Deputy Chief Court Administrator Calvin Ching, First Judicial Circuit
Supreme Court Law Librarian Jenny Silbiger
Communications & Community Relations Office: Andrew Laurence, Deborah Murray, and Bryan St Arnault

Topics to discuss:
• Judiciary website- eCourtKokua and Hoohiki
• Application for Extended Coverage
• Rules of the Supreme Court of Hawaii, 5.1, 5.2 & 5.3
• Accessing Court Records (legal documents)
• Grand jury indictment
• Administrative Records (UIPA) 
• Commenting on pending and impending cases
• Statistics Requests
• Helpful resources and contact information



Judiciary Website

HOMEPAGE:
www.courts.state.hi.us

SOCIAL MEDIA:
https://twitter.com/hawaiicourts

https://www.facebook.com/Hawaii-
State-Judiciary-
236758308058/timeline/

Search case information 

using eCourt Kokua or 

Hoohiki

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/
https://twitter.com/hawaiicourts
https://www.facebook.com/Hawaii-State-Judiciary-236758308058/timeline/


Judiciary Search Engines

= Criminal and civil case 
information filed in the Circuit and 
Family courts and certain civil cases 
of the District Courts. 
*Court pleadings are not available through 
Hoohiki but may be found in case files obtained 
through the Circuit Court Legal Documents 
Branches. 

*Hoohiki version 2 is scheduled to be completed 
by January 31st, 2016. Hoohiki v2 is a redesign 
of the current Hoohiki to use standard web 
screen navigation.

ECOURT KOKUA

= Traffic Cases, district court 
criminal and appellate cases

* Next phase is Circuit Court Criminal (including 
Grand Jury, Family Court and other felony cases) 
expected to be completed at the end of 2016

HOOHIKI

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/legal_references/records/jims_system_availability.html
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/legal_references/records/jims_system_availability.html
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/legal_references/records/hoohiki_disclaimer.html


Extended Coverage Applications
Application needs to be filled out in order to film or photograph a judicial 

proceeding 

Submit to applicable court administrators office

Needs to be submitted within a reasonable time in advance of the start 
of the proceeding. "A reasonable time" is defined by Hawai`i Supreme 
Court Rule 5.1(e)(1).

Only one written request is necessary for any given case. Once an 
application is made, all media are considered to have applied

Once an application is submitted for a case, that application will apply 
through the final judgment and any post-judgment motions and appeals.

Electronic devices: in the judge’s sole discretion and whether or not 
extended coverage has been otherwise allowed, grant a timely request 
by a party, a member of the public, or an individual member of the 
media, to make an audio recording of the proceedings by means of a 
small, hand-held recorder with a built-in microphone and operated from 
the seat of the person who made the request. A judge may also grant a 
timely request by a member of the public or an individual member of the 
media to use electronic devices, such as laptops, tablets, cell phones, 
smartphones, or similarly functioning devices having wireless 
communication capacity, subject to the conditions in Rule 5.3(b) of these 
Rules.

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rsch.htmRule%205.1


Hawaii Supreme Court Rules 
5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 

It is up to the judge to decide where cameras and 
microphones can be placed in the courtroom. Judges 
differ on this - so ask.

News media must arrange any pooling of footage or 
film among themselves. The court will not participate 
in any pooling agreement.

Equipment and camera operators must be ready to 
record prior to the court proceeding.

Never photograph jurors or even give the appearance 
of photographing jurors.

There shall be no audio coverage of conferences 
between attorneys and clients, or between co-counsel 
and clients or parties, or between counsel and the 
judge held at the bench. There shall be no extended 
coverage of any conference or proceedings held in the 
chambers of a judge or any in camera proceeding.

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/news_and_reports/media_guidelines/cameras_and_audio_equipment.html


Accessing Court Records
Legal Document Branch              

First Circuit –Oahu
· Supreme Court Clerk’s Office(808)539-4919
· First Circuit Court Legal Documents (808)539-4300
· First Circuit Family Court Legal Documents (808)954-8310
District Court Legal Documents   
Civil (808)538-5151              
Criminal & Traffic (808) 538-5100

Second Circuit – Maui
· Legal Documents (808)244-2969

Third Circuit -Hawaii County
· Hilo  (808)961-7400
· Kona (808) 322-8750

Fifth Circuit– Kauai
· Legal Documents (808)482-2330

CCR Office (808)539-4909

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/courts_docs/Circuit_Court_Filing_Fees.pdf

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/courts_docs/Circuit_Court_Filing_Fees.pdf


Grand Jury Indictments
A felony charge is issued by a complaint or an indictment

Facts about the grand jury:

•The process of selecting grand jurors is the same process used for selecting trial jurors, representing a cross 
section of the community. 

A grand jury, however, is different from a trial jury.  A trial jury listens to the evidence offered by both sides during 
a criminal or civil trial and renders a final decision. The grand jury deals only with criminal matters and does not 
determine guilt or innocence.  Rather, it determines whether there is sufficient evidence to support the 
government’s accusations against the accused.  A grand jury will determine whether to “indict” or “not to indict” 
a defendant. 

Obtaining copies of a grand jury indictment:

At the end of the grand jury’s proceedings, if there is a return of indictment, the return takes place in open court 
(which is open to the public).

Once the grand jury return is completed, the indictment is sent to the court’s legal documents branch for 
filing. Once filed, the indictment is a public document, unless the prosecutor has asked to have the indictment 
sealed.



UIPA & Court Record Rules
UIPA applies to the Administrative Records of the Court

Court Records are governed by Hawaii Court Records Rules (HCRR)

Examples:
Administrative Records (UIPA): traffic abstract, employee salaries, contract with vendor, etc.
Court Records Example (HCRR): court traffic record, JDPC, divorce decree

Confidential by law:
 Juvenile criminal, child abuse & neglect, paternity, termination of parental rights, 

civil commitment, adoptions, guardianship of children, custody, and adult 
protective services (HRS 571-84 & 587-81)

 Adult Probation records (HRS 806-0073)
 Grand jury proceedings
 Mental Health (HRS 334-5)
 Substance abuse treatment (HRS 601-21)
 Confidential information in a case file (HCRR 9&10)



Commenting on Pending and Impending 
Cases
State judges are bound by the Revised Code of Judicial Conduct, which says that "A judge shall 
not, while a proceeding is pending or impending in any court, make any public comment that 
might reasonably be expected to affect its outcome or impair its fairness or make any nonpublic 
comment that might substantially interfere with a fair trial or hearing." You can find the Code 
online at http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rcjc.htm. (The same rules apply 
to judges' assistants and law clerks.) Some judges will respond, or have a court employee 
respond, to a journalist's questions about general procedures and processes not related to a 
specific case.

Court staff are happy to provide general information about court documents, court schedules, 
pretrial hearings, trials, court practices and procedures. They cannot give legal advice, 
recommend specific action, interpret legal terminology, or encourage or discourage litigation.

Self-Help Centers and Access to Justice Rooms are available to assist (6 locations statewide):
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/general_information/access_to_justice_rooms_self_help_centers.html
Access to Justice software: 
http://www.lawhelp.org/hi/resource/hawaii-self-help-interactive-forms

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rcjc.htm
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rcjc.htm
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/general_information/access_to_justice_rooms_self_help_centers.html
http://www.lawhelp.org/hi/resource/hawaii-self-help-interactive-forms


Stats Requests
Send email to CCR Office

Provide details such as applicable HRS (capitol.hawaii.gov) or ROH

Time frame (fiscal year/calendar year)

Location (Statewide, Oahu only, etc..)

Information included (case numbers, names, dispositions)

Deadline (depends on amount of requests in the queue)



Helpful Resources and Contact Info
Reports available online
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/news_and_reports/reports/reports.html

Opinions & Orders
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/opinions_and_orders/index.html
*also follow our twitter feed

Understanding Our Courts handout (legal resources and glossary of terms listed in the back)

Contact us anytime:
You’re welcome to join our mailing list!

Communications & Community Relations Office
(808) 539-4909
pao@courts.hawaii.gov
Tammy Moritammy.s.mori@courts.hawaii.gov

http://www.courts.state.hi.us/news_and_reports/reports/reports.html
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/opinions_and_orders/index.html
mailto:pao@courts.hawaii.gov
mailto:tammy.s.mori@courts.hawaii.gov

